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Situation of the Nuclear Evacuees Outside Fukushima Prefecture
With Assistance by a Hosting Local Government
-An Analysis of Fukushima Evacuee Surveys
Conducted by Niigata Prefecture

TAKAHASHI Wakana

Three years after the nuclear disaster in Fukushima, about 12.5 thousand Fukushima inhabitants have continued
evacuation, of which 4.5 thousand have evacuated to outside Fukushima Prefecture. The Fukushima evacuees include
not only inhabitants from the mandatory evacuating zone but also from outside the zone, as certain areas outside the
zone in and near Fukushima Prefecture are as contaminated as the mandatory evacuating zone. Niigata Prefecture is
one of the top three local governments that accept many evacuees. This paper explores the situation of such evacuees
by analyzing four evacuee surveys conducted by Niigata Prefecture from 2011 to 2014.

The results show that many evacuees have continued evacuation life in hardship, in particular those from outside
the mandatory evacuating zone. Many of such evacuee families have lived apart after the disaster; typically mothers
evacuate with their children, who are considerably vulnerable to radioactive substances, while fathers remained in
Fukushima for work and travel to their families on the weekends. Niigata Prefecture has recognized such hardship
and has taken some assistance measures. Despite such hardship, many evacuees are reluctant to return, in order to
avoid health risks due to radioactive contamination, and they face decision dilemma.
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